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Message from the president




This year has brought some significant challenges to all of us. From health and

security issues, to lack of technology supplies and connection that has made

this journey quite difficult. Our island serves over 15,000 students from

underrepresented backgrounds, and this pandemic has made our TRIO

community stronger and even more necessary while proving how essential the

access to education is through this critical time. Each of the 42 funded

programs in Puerto Rico ensures educational opportunity services that result

in success stories of the alumni like the ones included in this factbook.

I can proudly say that TRIO programs in Puerto Rico have emerged from the

crisis and have ensured that every participant has access to the needed

services to achieve not only their goals but their dreams. Being able to work

among an amazing group of professionals throughout so many changes has

been one of the most amazing experiences as a leader.

We invite the reader to take a glance out of the great stories, achievements,

and statistics that can confirm that even in the hardships, TRIO works!

FabiolaA.Falto Castro
P R E S I D E N T



What is

TRIO?

Regular Upward Bound
Upward Bound Math & Science
Veterans’ Upward Bound
Talent Search
Student Support Services -STEM and ESL
Educational Opportunity Centers
Ronald E. McNair Post-Baccalaureate Achievement

The TRIO Programs are federal outreach and student services
programs designed to identify and provide services for individuals
from disadvantaged backgrounds in their pursuit of a college
degree. Although the name “TRIO” initially came into use after the
first three programs were authorized under the Higher Education
Act, there are currently eight distinct programs that comprise the
federal TRIO programs. Each plays a unique role in providing
educational opportunity for eligible students. 

These programs targeted to serve, motivate and support students
from disadvantaged backgrounds. Also, they assist low-income
individuals, first-generation college students, individuals with
disabilities, home-less youth, those in foster care, English as a
second language learners and other disconnected students to
progress through the academic pipeline from middle school to post
baccalaureate programs. TRIO programs provide academic
tutoring, personal counseling, mentoring, financial guidance, and
other supports necessary for educational access and retention.
TRIO also includes a training program for directors and staff of TRIO
projects. 



In Puerto Rico, we have 42 TRIO programs, and we have
representation from each of the federal programs.



INSTITUTION PARTICIPANTS BUDGET

ASPIRA, Inc. of Puerto Rico 78 $399,574.00

Inter American University of Puerto
Rico/ Barranquitas

144 $661,333.00

Inter American University of Puerto
Rico/ Ponce

85 $395,076.00

Inter American University of Puerto
Rico/ San German

106 $514,967.00

LULAC National Educational Service
Centers, Inc./ Puerto Rico

63 $312,480.00

Pontifical Catholic University 60 $297,601.00

Pontifical Catholic University/
Puerto Rico

76 $403,998.00

Puerto Rico Academy of Medical
Directors

60 $297,601.00

Universidad del Sagrado Corazon 82 $343,981.00

Universidad Del Turabo 110 $466,402.00

Universidad Metropolitana/
Bayamon University Center

50 $297,599.00

University of Puerto Rico/ Humacao 65 $312,480.00

University of Puerto Rico/ Rio
Piedras

88 $424,198.00

TOTAL 1067 $5,127,290.00

Upward Bound is part of the TRIO Programs funded under the Higher Education Act of 1965, and
amended in 2008. Upward Bound provides fundamental support to participants in their preparation for
college entrance. The program provides opportunities for participants to succeed in their precollege
performance and ultimately in their higher education pursuits.

Upward Bound serves high school students from low-income families and high school students from
families in which neither parent holds a bachelor's degree. There are two categories under this program:
Upward Bound Math and Science, that prepare students in careers in Science and Mathematics; and
Veterans Upward Bound, that prepare returning veterans to enter colleges and obtain a postsecondary
degree.

Services:
Academic instruction and tutoring in Mathematics thru Pre calculus, Laboratory Sciences, Composition,
Literature, and Foreign Languages, Guidance and counseling, mentoring, cultural enrichment, work-study
programs, education designed to improve the financial and economic literacy of students; programs and
activities previously mentioned that are specially designed for students who are: limited English proficient,
traditionally underrepresented in postsecondary education, students with disabilities, students who are
homeless children and youths, students who are in foster care or are aging out of foster care system
and/or other disconnected students.

TRIO

UPWARD BOUND

L I + F G  P A R T I C I P A N T  S E R V E D :  7 5 %

C U M U L A T I V E  G P A  2 . 5  + :  8 5 %

R E T E N T I O N :  9 8 %

R I G O R O U S  S E C O N D A R Y  S C H O O L :  9 8 %

P O S T  S E C O N D A R Y  E N R O L L M E N T :
8 4 %

P . S .  G R A D U A T I O N  I N  S I X  Y E A R S :  5 4 %



INSTITUTION PARTICIPANTS BUDGET

ASPIRA INC. of Puerto Rico 1700 $873,652.00

Inter American University
of Puerto Rico/ Ponce

500 $277,375.00

Universidad del Turabo 800 $443,801.00

University of Puerto Rico/
Rio Piedras

1046 $580,270.00

TOTAL 4046 $2,175,098.00

TRIO

TALENT SEARCH
Upward Bound is part of the TRIO Programs funded under the Higher Education Act of 1965, and
amended in 2008. Upward Bound provides fundamental support to participants in their preparation for
college entrance. The program provides opportunities for participants to succeed in their precollege
performance and ultimately in their higher education pursuits.

Upward Bound serves high school students from low-income families and high school students from
families in which neither parent holds a bachelor's degree. There are two specialties under this program:
Upward Bound Math and Science, that prepare students in careers in Science and Mathematics; and
Veterans Upward Bound, that prepare returning veterans to enter colleges and obtain a postsecondary
degree.

Services:
Academic instruction and tutoring in Mathematics thru Pre calculus, Laboratory Sciences, Composition,
Literature, and Foreign Languages, Guidance and counseling, mentoring, cultural enrichment, work-study
programs, education designed to improve the financial and economic literacy of students; programs and
activities previously mentioned that are specially designed for students who are: limited English
proficient, traditionally underrepresented in postsecondary education, students with disabilities, students
who are homeless children and youths, students who are in foster care or are aging out of foster care
system and/or other disconnected students.

L I + F G  P A R T I C I P A N T  S E R V E D :  7 0 %

R E T E N T I O N :  5 9 %

H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T E S :  2 7 %

P O S T  S E C O N D A R Y  E N R O L L M E N T :
2 1 %



INSTITUTION PARTICIPANTS BUDGET PROJECT TYPE

American University of Puerto
Rico 140 $261,888.00 Regular

Inter American University of
Puerto Rico/ Aguadilla 227 $367,635.00 Regular

Inter American University of
Puerto Rico/ Baranquitas 144 $261,888.00 Regular

San Juan University College 315 $385,424.00 Regular

Universidad Adventista De Las
Antillas 140 $261,888.00 ESL

Universidad Adventista De Las
Antillas 140 $261,888.00 Regular

Universidad Del Sagrado
Corazon 618 $682,195.00 Regular

Universidad del Sagrado
Corazon 100 $261,888.00 Disabled

Universidad Del Turabo/
Gurabo 283 $345,825.00 Regular

Universidad Metropolitana 215 $347,999.00 Regular

Universidad Politecnica De
Puerto Rico 140 $261,888.00 STEM

Universidad Politecnica De
Puerto Rico 140 $261,888.00 ESL

Universidad Politecnica De
Puerto Rico/ San Juan 237 $354,936.00 Regular

University of Puerto Rico 412 $438,714.00 Regular

University of Puerto Rico/
Arecibo 221 $366,187.00 Regular

University of Puerto Rico/
Humacao 300 $414,828.00 Regular

TOTAL 3772 $5,536,959.00 


TRIO

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Upward Bound is part of the TRIO Programs funded under the Higher Education Act of 1965, and
amended in 2008. Upward Bound provides fundamental support to participants in their preparation for
college entrance. The program provides opportunities for participants to succeed in their precollege
performance and ultimately in their higher education pursuits.

Upward Bound serves high school students from low-income families and high school students from
families in which neither parent holds a bachelor's degree. There are two specialties under this program:
Upward Bound Math and Science, that prepare students in careers in Science and Mathematics; and
Veterans Upward Bound, that prepare returning veterans to enter colleges and obtain a postsecondary
degree.

Services:
Academic instruction and tutoring in Mathematics thru Pre calculus, Laboratory Sciences, Composition,
Literature, and Foreign Languages, Guidance and counseling, mentoring, cultural enrichment, work-study
programs, education designed to improve the financial and economic literacy of students; programs and
activities previously mentioned that are specially designed for students who are: limited English
proficient, traditionally underrepresented in postsecondary education, students with disabilities, students
who are homeless children and youths, students who are in foster care or are aging out of foster care
system and/or other disconnected students.

L I + F G  P A R T I C I P A N T S  S E R V E D :  7 6 %

G O O D  A C A D E M I C  S T A N D I N G :  9 4 %

R E T E N T I O N :  8 6 %

D I S A B L E D  P A R T I C I P A N T S  S E R V E D :  1 %

P . S .  G R A D U A T I O N  I N  S I X  Y E A R S :  5 1 %



INSTITUTION PARTICIPANTS BUDGET

Inter American Univeristy
of Puerto Rico/ Arecibo

1950 $602,529.00

Inter American University
of Puerto Rico/
Barranquitas

1000 $273,793.00

Inter American University
of Puerto Rico/ San

German
1000 $272,579.00

TRIO

EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
CENTER

Upward Bound is part of the TRIO Programs funded under the Higher Education Act of 1965, and
amended in 2008. Upward Bound provides fundamental support to participants in their preparation for
college entrance. The program provides opportunities for participants to succeed in their precollege
performance and ultimately in their higher education pursuits.

Upward Bound serves high school students from low-income families and high school students from
families in which neither parent holds a bachelor's degree. There are two specialties under this program:
Upward Bound Math and Science, that prepare students in careers in Science and Mathematics; and
Veterans Upward Bound, that prepare returning veterans to enter colleges and obtain a postsecondary
degree.

Services:
Academic instruction and tutoring in Mathematics thru Pre calculus, Laboratory Sciences, Composition,
Literature, and Foreign Languages, Guidance and counseling, mentoring, cultural enrichment, work-study
programs, education designed to improve the financial and economic literacy of students; programs and
activities previously mentioned that are specially designed for students who are: limited English
proficient, traditionally underrepresented in postsecondary education, students with disabilities, students
who are homeless children and youths, students who are in foster care or are aging out of foster care
system and/or other disconnected students.

L I + F G  P A R T I C I P A N T  S E R V E D :  7 0 %

H I G H  S C H O O L  G R A D U A T E S :  6 0 %

F A F S A  C O M P L E T E D :  9 8 %

A P P L I E D  T O  C O L L E G E :  7 5 %

P O S T  S E C O N D A R Y  E N R O L L M E N T :
7 9 %



TRIO

RONALD E. MCNAIR
POSTBACCALAUREATE

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

Upward Bound is part of the TRIO Programs funded under the Higher Education Act of 1965, and

amended in 2008. Upward Bound provides fundamental support to participants in their preparation for
college entrance. The program provides opportunities for participants to succeed in their precollege
performance and ultimately in their higher education pursuits.

Upward Bound serves high school students from low-income families and high school students from
families in which neither parent holds a bachelor's degree. There are two specialties under this program:
Upward Bound Math and Science, that prepare students in careers in Science and Mathematics; and
Veterans Upward Bound, that prepare returning veterans to enter colleges and obtain a postsecondary
degree.

Services:
Academic instruction and tutoring in Mathematics thru Pre calculus, Laboratory Sciences, Composition,
Literature, and Foreign Languages, Guidance and counseling, mentoring, cultural enrichment, work-study
programs, education designed to improve the financial and economic literacy of students; programs and
activities previously mentioned that are specially designed for students who are: limited English
proficient, traditionally underrepresented in postsecondary education, students with disabilities, students
who are homeless children and youths, students who are in foster care or are aging out of foster care
system and/or other disconnected students.

INSTITUTION PARTICIPANTS BUDGET

Inter American University
of Puerto Rico/ San

Germán 
33 $239,981

L I + F G  P A R T I C I P A N T  S E R V E D :  6 6 % P B  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L  
E N R O L L M E N T :  3 1 %

P B P — C O N T I N U E D  E N R O L L M E N T  I N
G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L :  1 0 0 %

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/triomcnair/index.html
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TRIO PROGRAMS IN Puerto Rico



statistics

0 25 50 75 100

UB 

TS 

SSS 

ps enrollment by program

UB TS EOC

100 

75 

50 

25 

0 

retention rates by program 



S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S

W h i l e  C h r i s t o p h e r  w a s  o n  o u r  p r o g r a m ,  w e  d e v e l o p e d  a  g r e a t
d e a l  o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  y o u n g  m a n .  D e s p i t e  h a v i n g  a
f e w  o t h e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  h e  e x c e l l e d  i n  a l l  a c a d e m i c  f i e l d s .  H e
w a s  a d m i t t e d  t o  o u r  I n s t i t u t i o n  i n  A u g u s t  2 0 1 4  a n d  i n
S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 6  h e  b e c a m e  p a r t  o f  o u r  p r o g r a m .  C h r i s t o p h e r
w a s  a  M i c r o b i o l o g y  m a j o r  a n d  c o m p l e t e d  r e s e a r c h  a b o u t :
“ I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m e t h o d s  o f  p r e v e n t i o n
a g a i n s t  t h e  e t i o l o g i c a l  a g e n t  P r e m m a  s p . "  

H e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  s e v e r a l  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d
w o r k s h o p s  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  a r e a  o f  s t u d i e s .  C h r i s t o p h e r  w e n t
b e y o n d  M c N a i r  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  p u t t i n g  i n  a  l o t  o f  r e s e a r c h  a n d
a t t e n d i n g  o f f i c e  h o u r s  e v e r y  w e e k .  H e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  g r e a t
p e r s e v e r a n c e  a n d  i n i t i a t i v e .  N o t  o n l y  w a s  h e  i n t e r e s t e d  a n d
m o t i v a t e d  t o  l e a r n  t h e  n e w  t h i n g s ,  b u t  h e  a l s o  g r e a t  w o r k  i n t o
a s s i m i l a t i n g  i t  t o  h i s  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e .

 I n  2 0 2 1 ,  C h r i s t o p h e r  c o m p l e t e d  a  m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  P l a n t
B i o t e c h n o l o g y  a t  I A U  -  B a r r a n q u i t a s .  H e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  w o r k i n g  o n
h i s  P h D  i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B i o t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  h a s  r e c e i v e d  v e r y
i m p o r t a n t  r e c o g n i t i o n s  a n d  a w a r d s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r s ,  s u c h
a s  t h e  I n t e r - A m e r i c a n  U n i v e r s i t y  S c h o l a r s h i p  2 0 2 1  a n d  t h e
S a n d y  M .  M a y o l  F o u n d a t i o n  R e s e a r c h .  

C H R I S T O P H E R  A .  S A M B O L Í N  P É R E Z
M C N A I R  -  U I P R  S A N  G E R M Á N



S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S

 A l e x i s  R o d r í g u e z  C r u z ,  f u e  u n o  d e  n u e s t r o s  e s t u d i a n t e s
d e s t a c a d o s  e n  e l  p r o g r a m a  d u r a n t e  s u s  c u a t r o  a ñ o s  d e  e s t u d i o .
I n i c i ó  c o m o  p a r t i c i p a n t e  d e  n u e s t r o  p r i m e r  p r o g r a m a  S u m m e r
B r i d g e  p a r a  e l  v e r a n o  d e l  2 0 1 6 .  C o m o  e s t u d i a n t e  p r i m e r a
g e n e r a c i ó n ,  A l e x i s  s e  d e s t a c ó  p o r  s u  d i s p o s i c i ó n  a  a p r e n d e r  y
a p r o v e c h a r  c a d a  o p o r t u n i d a d  d u r a n t e  s u s  a ñ o s  d e  e s t u d i o .
A d e m á s  d e  s e r  p a r t i c i p a n t e  d e l  p r o g r a m a ,  s i r v i ó  c o m o  t u t o r  e n
l a s  m a t e r i a s  d e  c i e n c i a s  y  m a t e m á t i c a s .  

C u a t r o  a ñ o s  m á s  t a r d e  c o m p l e t ó  s u  B a c h i l l e r a t o  e n  C i e n c i a s
c o n  c o n c e n t r a c i ó n  e n  B i o l o g í a ,  r e c i b i e n d o  d i s t i n c i o n e s
h o n o r í f i c a s  p o r  s u  d e s e m p e ñ o  a c a d é m i c o  y  c r e c i m i e n t o  c o m o
i n d i v i d u o .  A c t u a l m e n t e ,  A l e x i s  e s t á  p o r  c o n c l u i r  u n a  m a e s t r í a
e n  C i e n c i a s  e n  H i g i e n e  I n d u s t r i a l  e n  l a  U n i v e r s i d a d  d e  P u e r t o
R i c o ,  R e c i n t o  d e  C i e n c i a s  M é d i c a s .  C o m o  e s t u d i a n t e  g r a d u a d o ,
s e  h a  d e s t a c a d o  e n  a p o r t a r  a l  c r e c i m i e n t o  d e l  r e c i n t o  c o m o
r e c u r s o  p a r a  r e a l i z a r  i n v e s t i g a c i o n e s  y  a d i e s t r a m i e n t o s
c o m u n i t a r i o s  e n  l a  I s l a .  

A d e m á s ,  a p o r t a  s u s  c o n o c i m i e n t o s  y  e x p e r t i s e  e n  e l  á r e a  d e
t e c n o l o g í a  p a r a  i d e n t i f i c a r  n u e v a s  h e r r a m i e n t a s  y  a p l i c a c i o n e s
q u e  a v a n c e n  l a s  c i e n c i a s  d e  l a  h i g i e n e  i n d u s t r i a l .  S i n  d u d a ,
A l e x i s  e s  u n  o r g u l l o s o  e g r e s a d o  T R I O .  

A L E X I S  R O D R Í G U E Z  C R U Z  
S T U D E N T  S U P P O R T  S E R V I C E S  -  E S L

A N T I L L E A N  U N I V E R S I T Y  



 I  a m  J e s a d y  N .  C a s t i l l o  P e ñ a ,  l i v i n g  p r o o f  t h a t  T R I O  w o r k s .  L e t  m e  t e l l
y o u  m y  s t o r y .  I  a m  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m ,  s t a r t i n g  a t
S a n  A g u s t í n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  J o s é  C e l s o  B a r b o s a  j u n i o r
h i g h  a n d  f i n i s h i n g  w i t h  R a m ó n  V i l á  M a y o  h i g h  s c h o o l .  I t  w a s  i n  j u n i o r
h i g h  t h a t  I  j o i n e d  m y  f i r s t  T R I O  p r o g r a m ,  T a l e n t  S e a r c h ,  d u r i n g  m y
s e v e n t h  a n d  e i g h t h  g r a d e s .  I n  t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e
f i r s t h a n d  w h a t  i t  w a s  l i k e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h e y
o f f e r e d .  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  t a k e  w o r k s h o p s ,  g o  o n  f i e l d  t r i p s ,  a n d  e v e n  t a k e
t u t o r i n g  s e s s i o n s  w h e n  I  n e e d e d  t h e m .  

 W h i l e  s t i l l  a t  J o s é  C e l s o  B a r b o s a ,  t h e  U p w a r d  B o u n d  p r o g r a m  c a m e  t o
m y  s c h o o l  t o  g i v e  u s  a n  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  a n d  I  l i k e d  w h a t  I
h e a r d .  B e s i d e s ,  I  h a v e  a l w a y s  l o v e d  e v e r y t h i n g  s c h o o l  r e l a t e d ,  s o  I
a p p l i e d  t o  b e  a  p a r t  o f  U p w a r d  B o u n d .  T h i s  i s  h o w  U B  g u i d e d  m e  o n
t h e  g o a l  o f  g e t t i n g  i n t o  c o l l e g e  f r o m  a n  e a r l y  a g e .  A m o n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s
t h e y  p r o v i d e d ,  w e  h a d  S a t u r d a y  c l a s s e s ,  t u t o r i n g ,  c o u n s e l i n g ,  s u m m e r
c a m p ,  f i e l d  t r i p s  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  t r i p s .  T h a n k s  t o  U p w a r d  B o u n d  I  w a s
a b l e  t o  v i s i t  B o s t o n ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  a n d  A t l a n t a ,  G e o r g i a .  A l s o ,  t h e
c o n n e c t i o n s  a n d  f r i e n d s h i p s  t h a t  I  m a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  f o u r  y e a r s  t h a t  I
w a s  i n  t h e  p r o g r a m  w a s  l i k e  a n  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y ,  t h e y  w e l c o m e d  u s  a n d
g u i d e d  u s  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s .  T h a n k s  t o  t h e m  I  c a n  p r o u d l y
s a y  t h a t  I  w a s  a b l e  t o  e n r o l l  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e  o f  m y  d r e a m s :  t h e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  R i o  P i e d r a s  C a m p u s .
 
A t  t h e  U P R R P  I  s t u d i e d  S o c i a l  W o r k  w i t h  a  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  E d u c a t i o n .
A n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  c o l l e g e  p r o c e s s  T R I O  d i d n ’ t  l e a v e  m e  a s  I  w a s  a l s o
p a r t  o f  S t u d e n t  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s  ( k n o w n  a s  P S A E  f o r  i t s  S p a n i s h
a c r o n y m ) .  P S A E  s u p p o r t e d  m e  w i t h  c o u n s e l i n g ,  s t u d y  h a l l ,  h e l p  w i t h
m y  c o u r s e  s e l e c t i o n s ,  e n r o l l  i n  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n s  a s s i g n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o
p r o g r a m  p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  t u t o r i n g ,  a n d  e v e n  a  t r i p  t o  N e w  Y o r k ,  w i t h  t h e
p u r p o s e  o f  v i s i t i n g  s e v e r a l  c a m p u s e s  w h e r e  I  c o u l d  c o n t i n u e  g r a d u a t e
w o r k .  T h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t  m y  p a t h  t h r o u g h  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  h a s  b e e n  a
l o n g ,  e n r i c h i n g  o n e ,  f u l l  o f  m u c h  l e a r n i n g  a n d  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
 
I n  M a y  2 0 2 1  I  c o m p l e t e d  a  b a c h e l o r ’ s  d e g r e e  i n  S o c i a l  W o r k  w i t h  a
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  i n  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  I  a m  c u r r e n t l y  a  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a t  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  a n  o n l i n e  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  o n  t h e  9 3 9 -
C O N T I G O  h o t l i n e .  M y  f u t u r e  g o a l s  i n c l u d e  s t a r t i n g  m y  m a s t e r ’ s  d e g r e e
( s t i l l  u n d e c i d e d  b e t w e e n  l a w ,  p s y c h o l o g y  o r  c l i n i c a l  s o c i a l  w o r k ) ,  h a v e
a  s t a b l e  j o b  a n d  a b o v e  a l l ,  i n  b o t h  a s p e c t s  b e  a b l e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d
s e e  m y  g r o w t h  a s  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l .  I  c a n n o t  f i n i s h  t h i s  s t o r y  w i t h o u t
s a y i n g  t h a t  I  a m  w h e r e  I  a m  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  s u p p o r t  a n d  g u i d a n c e  t h a t
T R I O  p r o v i d e d  m e  i n  t h i s  w h o l e  p r o c e s s .  T h e y  h e l d  m e ,  h e l p e d  m e  a n d
g a v e  m e  t h e  p u s h  I  n e e d e d  w i t h  a l l  m y  i d e a s .  T h e y  g a v e  t h e m  s h a p e
a n d  a  s e n s e  o f  b e i n g .  I  w i l l  b e  f o r e v e r  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d
m e n t o r i n g  t h a t  I  g a i n e d  w i t h  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s .

S U C C E S S  S T O R I E S

J E S A D Y  C A S T I L L O  P E Ñ A
T A L E N T  S E A R C H ,  U P W A R D  B O U N D

 &  S T U D E N T  S U P P O R T  S E R V I C E S
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P U E R T O  R I C O  –  R I O  P I E D R A S






O U R  A L U M N I

K I M B E R L Y  S A N T O S  A V I L É S
M C N A I R

U I P R  -  S A N  G E R M Á N

L U I S  D .  O .  T O R R E S  E S T E V E S
M C N A I R

U I P R  -  S A N  G E R M Á N

J O S É  V E G A  E C H E V A R R Í A
U P W A R D  B O U N D

 U I P R  P O N C E

P A U L I N A  V E L E Z
S T U D E N T  S U P P O R T  S E R V I C E S -  E S L

 A N T I L L E A N  U N I V E R S I T Y  

Y A N E L I S  B E A U C H A M P  
S T U D E N T  S U P P O R T  S E R V I C E S -  E S L

 A N T I L L E A N  U N I V E R S I T Y  

N A T A L I A  T H U R S T O N  
S T U D E N T  S U P P O R T  S E R V I C E S
 C O L E G I O  U N I V E R S I T A R I O  D E  S A N  J U A N  

D A I S Y  M E L É N D E Z  
U P W A R D  B O U N D  

 U P R  - R Í O  P I E D R A S  



N A T I O N A L  T R I O  D A Y  



S U M M A R Y  
T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  T H E  C A R I B B E A N
A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  E D U C A T I O N A L

O P P O R T U N I T Y  P R O G R A M S  

T h e  f i r s t  T R I O  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  u n d e r  t h e  U . S .  C o n g r e s s  E d u c a t i o n a l

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  L a w  i n  1 9 6 4 .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  l a w ,  t h e  U p w a r d  B o u n d  p r o g r a m  w a s

a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d ,  w h e n  t h e  l a w  w a s  e n a c t e d  t w o

a d d i t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  c r e a t e d  u n d e r  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n :  S t u d e n t  S u p p o r t

S e r v i c e s  a n d  T a l e n t  S e a r c h .

I n  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  t h e  f i r s t  P r o g r a m  s t a r t e d  s e r v i c e s  a t  t h e  I n t e r  A m e r i c a n

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  i n  t h e  B a r r a n q u i t a s  a n d  S a n  G e r m á n  C a m p u s e s ,  i n

1 9 6 5 .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  s e v e r a l  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  d e v e l o p e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s :

A s p i r a  o f  P u e r t o  R i c o  T a l e n t  S e a r c h  P r o g r a m ,  S t u d e n t  S u p p o r t  S e r v i c e s  a t  t h e

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P u e r t o  R i c o  i n  R í o  P i e d r a s ,  t h e  U p w a r d  B o u n d  P r o g r a m  a t  S a c r e d

H e a r t  U n i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i n  1 9 7 3 ,  t h e  A s p i r a  o f  P . R .

V e t e r a n s  U p w a r d  B o u n d .  L a t e r  o n ,  m o r e  p r o g r a m s  w e r e  a p p r o v e d  t o  p r o v i d e

s e r v i c e s  t o  P u e r t o  R i c a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  P r o g r a m s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e l o n g e d  t o

R e g i o n  I I  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  W e l l - B e i n g  t h a t  i n c l u d e d

N e w  Y o r k ,  N e w  J e r s e y ,  U . S .  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s ,  P a n a m á ,  a n d  P u e r t o  R i c o .

R e g i o n  I I  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t w o  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  P u e r t o  R i c o  a s

a

m e c h a n i s m  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  d i r e c t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r o g r a m s .  T h e

A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  E x c e l l e n c e  a n d  E q u a l i t y  i n  E d u c a t i o n ,  k n o w n  a s  A E E E ,  w a s

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I t  g r o u p e d  T R I O  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  N e w  Y o r k

a n d  N e w  J e r s e y .  D u e  t o  t h e  t i e s  t o  t h e  P u e r t o  R i c a n  c o m m u n i t y ,  s o m e

d i r e c t o r s  o f  T R I O  p r o g r a m s  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o  b e c a m e  m e m b e r s  o f  A E E E .  T a k i n g

a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  A E E E ,  a  p r o p o s a l  f o r  c r e a t i n g  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  d e a l t

w i t h  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  a r e a  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t o r s ’  m e e t i n g

o f  T R I O  p r o g r a m s  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o  a n d  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s .  T h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f  T R I O

p r o g r a m s  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o  m e t  a n d  v o t e d  i n  f a v o r  o f  i t s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  t h r o u g h

a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  s e r v e  a s  a  l i n k  t o  e x c h a n g e  i m p r e s s i o n s  a n d  i d e a s

a b o u t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  T R I O  P r o g r a m s  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o .  T o  t h a t

e f f e c t ,  T h e  C a r i b b e a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T R I O  P r o g r a m s  o f  P u e r t o  R i c o  a n d  V i r g i n

I s l a n d s  w a s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S t a t e  o f  t h e

C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f  P u e r t o  R i c o  a s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  g r o u p s  t h e  d i r e c t o r s  o f

T R I O p r o g r a m s  i n  P u e r t o  R i c o  a n d  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s ;  c r e a t e d  i n  1 9 7 9 .

T h e  C a r i b b e a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T R I O  P r o g r a m s  b e g a n  t h e  p r o c e s s  t o  j o i n  t h e

N a t i o n a l  C o u n c i l  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  O p p o r t u n i t y  A s s o c i a t i o n s  ( N C E O A )  o f  w h i c h  i t

h a s  b e e n  p a r t  e v e r  s i n c e .  T h e  N C E O A  c h a n g e d  i t s  n a m e  t o  C o u n c i l  f o r

O p p o r t u n i t y  i n  E d u c a t i o n  ( C O E )  t o  b r o a d e n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  i t s  w o r k .

I n  2 0 1 1 ,  t h e  C a r i b b e a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  T R I O  P r o g r a m s  c h a n g e d  i t s  n a m e  t o

C a r i b b e a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  E d u c a t i o n a l  O p p o r t u n i t y  P r o g r a m s  t o  i n c l u d e  o t h e r

P r o g r a m s  s u c h  a s ,  G e a r  U P ,  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f u n d e d  p r o g r a m s

w i t h  s i m i l a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  a s  t h e  T R I O  P r o g r a m s .
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